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| Juſtification of God's Elec, 
; From The Wo. 


" 
ptmoing Power of the Law, We | 
hat | aw Change of Perſons, (flowing from; 
Tix Act of Grace; by way 6f Co-! 

TranfaQtion berween the Father and 
on ;) which brought Chriſt as Nedia-, | 
Funder the Curſe and Condemnation of | 
bc dKen, Law in the very room and 

if elect SINners. 


Bur toare added, ſome Queſtions: con: 
Iihs ih ton '# propoſed. ro be an{wer- 
choſe that do. 1o ee affirm, | \ 
he lect of God. are- equally. - with} |- + 
$: ter the fame Condemning pow: þ| 
Law, before Faith, - | 


"F977 a Church of Cheri, in "5 | 
NF epancy of Eſſex. , 


3 Bo tha ered nt bis own Son, 
4-0; Mn > (hall. he 0b. with 
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TO THE © 
RE ADER. 


Hat which hath occaſioned the pub- 
liſhing this ſhort Treatiſe ( = 
ftificat 70) to the World, is this, A 
wr e/Zermber of a Church of Chriſt in 
te Country, having affirmed, that God's 
.were never under the condeuming. 
mer of the Law > (being choſen in Chriſt 
r the EleF Head, and e/Hediator of a 
e and abſolnte Covenant of Grace to 
wm.) Thereupon ſome Arguments ari- 
Pg, this being by ſome condemned as 
Þ agreeable to Scripture, theſe following 
ines were offered, to clear up the point, 
tiring an anſwer againin Writing 5 that 
the Truth might appear , by an Ingcnie 
and I.oving anſwer to ſome objedions. 
bich being refuſed, made it ſeem (at leaft 
A - 
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TO THE | 
E ADER. 


Hat which hath occaſioned the pe | 
liſhing this ſhort Lreatiſe (about ; 
Wiificat ion) to the World, is this, A 41 IR: 
by e/Member of a Church of C briſt in nt ii 
| Country, having affirmed, that God's TR 

. 'Þ#.-were never under the condemning [14 
ber of the Law > (being choſtu in Chriſt ons 1 
 Ptte Ele# Head, and eMediator of a Wd © 

e and abſolute Covenant of Grace to ik if 
pw.) Thereupon ſome Arguments ari- 
m, this being by ſowe condemned as 

t agreeable to 5cripture, theſe following 
wes were offered, to clear up the point, 
ring an anſwer azainin Writing 5 that 
the Truth might appear , by an Ingeni- 
and I.oving anſwer to ſome objeions. 
bich being refuſed, made it ſeem (at leaf 
A 2 10 


To the Reader. 
to me,) as though the Refuſers of ſo ve 


ſonable .a propoſition, were conſcious 
themſelves, that affirming the conty, 
As more Grounded upon Authors, thi 
upon any clear Scripture Proof. Whiſ 
ade them ſo ſhy of coming to the light 
God's Word, to clear up their ſoo 
affirmed aſſertions , that the very Perk 
God's choſen ones were under Curſe o x 
Wrath, and the condemning Powaly| 
the Law. "Before believing equally mh 
the nor-elef, the refuſing to vouch | , 
clear Scripture Proof for this opinuhre; 
hath cecaſconued the publiſhing theſe ſh, 
following { ines, humbly defuring thi 
might pleaſe Almighty God, to vindig 
and defend his own Truth, on which 
foever it be found, and plainly diſcover 
bring to light all miſtakes of this Ni 
T herefore read and try every ſentenct, 
the unerring 'Vord of God, and the I 
the Spirit, vouchſafe to give out his ij 
and ſpecialteachings, in the diligent ſa 
of the Holy Scriptures, 
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Mt 
Wh To our Brethren in Chriſt. 
Joht 

00 O our loving Brethren in the 
Perf Lord,Grace and Truth be with 
rſe ou, As I doubt not but that we 
owerjall meet another day, with exceed- 
5 Who Joy at the right Hand of Chriſt, 
uc<þ1 defire we may contend as Bre- 
Mtren, in a Holy and Reverential 
Er of God our Father, and for his 
Aruth only : therefore I only deſire 
you to prove your aſſertion, L1hat 
Mntification, in the ſight of God's ſatis- 
ud Tuſtice before Faith, 7s not accords 
to Scripture. Andin order thereto, 
ſhall propoſe ſome Queſtions, to be 
Alwered diſtinctly, that fo we may 
Poe to a right underſtanding of each 
Mther, and ſce wherein we do really 
ree, or diſagree 3 and not continue 
contend about Words to no pur- 
ple, if we do mean the ſame thing, 
| A 3-- but 
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but if not let it come to Light, wh. Ji 
without any under-hand dealing, Amndfa 
I pray God Almighty confound wha jolt 
is not ot God, Jet it Iye on which fideſ®" 
tis 3 and I hope I ſhall trample underf®' 
foot with abhorrance, whatever Ul 
could be convinced of to be contriry** 
to themind of God; and do ſincerely be! 
delire to uſe all the means I can, td 3 
attain the cleareſt diſcoveries thereof: 
Therefore | ſhall firſt explain my mean lay 
ing, concerning God's cternal Juſtifſ® 
ing Act m his own Breaſt, Acting in; « 
way of Juſtice and Grace Jointly i ſea 
God, yet pure Grace with reſpect t fat 
elect Sinners ; preventing chem in {* 
way of Grace, from the dreadful (Ep! 
fects, that otherways would moſt ” 
ce{larily attend their fall in Aden 
And that he might clear them from th, - 
Curie of the Law in a way of Juſtice (vt 
Grace puts the Law mto a Mediatorſ'PE 
Hand 5 and though Crace intended nq el 
to prevent the elet from falling ana 
Adam wnto Sin equally with othe nag 
yet that Grace might ſaper-abounq M 
whe 


Gods Fuſtifying AG of Grace, 7 
4, fr_ere SIN abounded ; there was a 
Afgam> provided, who by divine ap- 
whiiſonement , ſhould bear the whole 
lurſe due to Sin, with all the dread- 
\nderfil effects thercot, This I ſhall explain 
'er [10 4s few, but in as plain words as I 
tra-y/a0 expreſs my ſelf, my meaning is this, 
erel there was from all Eternity a fixed im- 
n, toſatable Will 1n God, never to punniſh 
reof[9% nor to inflict the penalty of the 
neagihaW UP his Ele 5 his Will was not,to 
ftif]proſecute his right againſt them in a 
; in gY4y Of Juſtice. (1 Thepf, 5. g.) but to 
| , deal with them as Righteous, in a Me- 
+ 1q{lator, (a pure a& of Grace) by free 
in {/@putation (2 Cor. 5, 21, For. 5.21, 
11 £4. 1. 4.) God from all Eternity, did 
| wmmutably Will and bequeath eternal 
x {ie to his choſen in Chriſt, through 
 <&4&e Blood of the everlaſting Teſtament, 
we (at. 26. 28. Heb. 10. 10.) It plainly 
off Ppears 10 this xoth Chapter to the 
1Hebrews, that it was the Will of God, 
T that Chriſt ſhould be offer'd up a Sacri- 
<Gice to Juſtice, by the which Wil! of 
14909, them that he died for were fer 
@ AA apart 
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8 (od's Fuſtifying Ad of Grace, 
apart to Lite, which I take to be meant 
by ſanctified, becauſe the A poltle is 
treating of Juſtification, and "a 
of Sin, by Chriſt's own offering, as Our 
high Prielt ; belides it would look 
ſtrange, to ſay the Will or Decree of 
God, that Chrilt ſhould die for Sinners, 
ſhould fanctific us Inherently 3 when it 
can hardly be granted, that the Decree 
ſhould make that Law, Change of per- 


ſons, that Frees the Elec from Curſe] 


and Condemaation, and ſets Chriſt un- 
der it in their room 3; but | think 
Sanctified by God's Will or Decree, i; 
ſet apart to Life, and through Chriſt 
own oftcring, as it reſpects the thing 
Willed, the Purging away Sin, with 
reſpect to its ' Guilt, and Condemning 
Power 1n the fight of Jaſtice : Now 
God's Will, as a Teſtament of Graceto 
Elect Sinners, was an eternal going 
forth (Micabs, 2.) by way of Cove 
nant Tranſaction, between the Father 
and the Son, as diſtinct parties (though 
one 1n eflence ) and eternal Grace; 8 
it r<fpected rhe fall and breach of the 
Lay, 
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God's Fuſtifying Ad of Graces 9 
Law, ſo likewiie 1t aGted from Eternity, 
in a way of Juſtice by a Medtator, to 
ſtand 1n the Sinners Law place 3 fo 
that Juſtice, as well as Grace, was eter- 
nally pleaſed, that elect Sinners ſhould 
go unpuniſhed, and hereby ſtand com- 
pleat, 16 the unchangeable favour of 
God ; that when the Law was broken 
by Adam,asa Covenant Head, it ſhould 
be compleatly anſwered by a ſecond 
Man, or Adam, as Mediator, as the 
elect Head, and ſurety of a free Teſta- 
ment by Grace z this Decree or immi- 
nent Actof God's Will, made that Law 
change of perſons, which ſet Chrilt as 
Mediator under the Curſe, and Con- 
demning power of the Law ; (which 
other ways could hot have touched 
him) and turns the Curſe of the Law 
from the Law-breaking Sinner (which 
otherways would take hold on all Sin- 
ners, as ſuch) and ſo ſets him under 
the ſentence of Life, 1n the Court of 
Grace, by abſolute promile.( Tzns 12.) 
which free and abſolute ſentence of 
Life, takes hold on the Perſons of 
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to God's Fuſtifying Ad of Grace. 
God's choſen, as early as the law ſen- 
tence can take hold on the perſons of 
thoſe that have no Mediator ( Rom, 
g- 11,12.) This is the immediate effects 
of Chriſt's Mediatorſhip for the Elect, 
and the pronounced or declared ſen- 
tence of God's eternal Will ; thus with 
Reſpect tothis eternal Tranſation in 
a Covenant way , we may underſtand 
theſe following Scriptures,( Prov. 8.23. 
Micah 5, 2. Zac. 6. 13. Eph. 3. 11. 
2 Tim, 1.9. 1 Pet. 1. 20.) Now whi- 
ther you will pleaſe to call this Immi- 
nent and Internal Ae of God's Will, 
Juſtification or not, yet let the thing 
it ſe]ſf be granted, and ſo far we 
ſhall agree, I deſire not to differ 
3bout Werds, if we mean the ſame 
thing 3 I ſuppoſe, you take only the 
pronounced ſentence into Juſtification; 
that I own, as it declaresthe fundamen- 
tal AQ, according to which they [ſtand 
Juſt, (if we differ not about the fen- 
rence it fſelf,) for 1 reckon, that all 
ſentences of Court, that are according 
to Juſtice, are grounded upon ſome 
preceding Act, which makes the ſen- 
tence 


God's Juſtifying Ad of Grace. xx' "| 
tence Juſt. Therefore I ſhall take in 
both, becauſe the Righteous Judge of 
the whole Earth, will never pronounce 
any Law-bteaking Sinner Juſt ; but 
thoſe which he makes Righteous in a 
Mediator, according to this Sovereign 
Act of his Grace 3but I take 1t for grant- 
ed,that our difference (I mean amongſt 
thoſe that are ſound and Orthodox ) 
1s not about the matter of our Juſtj- 
fying Righteous, nor whither it is 
God only that Juſtifies through Chriſt; 
nor whether it be by Grace, excluding 
all manner of Works of theLaw wrowghr 
1 us, or performed by us; even, 
the Act of believing it felt as it 
is a Work of the Law, (though I 
could with that were ſomething better 
cleared, as well as owned in words. ) 
Therefore I ſhall paſs theſe things, and 
come to the very point, and that 16, 
what Act of God it 1s, that makes over 
the Righteouſneſs of Chriſt, as Media- 
tor to an elect Verfon 3 or gives him a 
Right to that Righteouſnels 1n the fight 
of God. This { take to 11s fandamen- 
tally, in the Sovercign Will of Gods. 
in, 
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12 God's Fuſtifying A& of Grace. 


in that Covenant Tranſaction, between 


the Father and the Son, there was a - 
Grant unto our great Covenant-Head, * 


the Lord Jeſiis 3 though he were purely 
God,and had not then aſſumed our Na- 
ture,yet he did perſonally exiſt,and was 
a diſtinct Perſon from the Father, from 
Eternity(though of the ſame Nature and 
Effence.) And by Virtue of Eternal Co- 
venant Tranſation, he was under an 
Obligation, from all Eternity, to take 
our Nature upon him, as Abraham's 
Seed, with a Special Eye to the Elect, 
for he paſs'd by the Nature of Angels; 
and though it is true,that he took Fleſh, 
Humane Nature; yet he paſsd by the 
non -elet, and on the Seed of 
Avraham he took hold, that 1s, of all 
Abraham's Spiritual Seed, as he faith, [/ 
and the Children hou haſt given me, 
The Apoſtle in that Second Chapter to 
the Hebrews, Quotes that out of Iſazah, 
and brings it to prove the Covenant 


Relation that was between Chriſt and 


the Ele&t ; and foraſmuch as the Chil- 


dren were partakers of Fleſn and 
Blood, 


Blood, he likewiſe himſelt took part of 
the ſame ;z by this Covenant Relation 
we became Bone of his Bone, and Fleſh 
of his Fleſh 3 as there is one Body, 
as well as one Spirit 3 by virtue of this 
Covenant Relation, the &le&t only 
receive Life and quickenings from 
Chriſt, as Head of the Covenant of 
Grace; as the Father gave him to be 
Head to the Catholick or Univerſal 
Church, the whole Body of eleGion, 
(Eph. 1. 22, 23+) and then it follows, 
and you hath he quickened, (chap.c.v.1.) 
Thus 1 have ſpoke in a few words, 
ſomething of that Union, from whence 
flows Communic::, -which doth not 
only precede Faith in order of Na- 
ture, but in order of time alſo; and 
by virtue of which, we have the Spi- 
rit that works Faith (in God's time) 
from Chriſt as our anointed Head, bur 
to return, by virttie of this Covenant 
Tranſaction, he was likewiſe under an 
Obligation to bare all the Sins ( by 
way of charge and Imputation ) of 


all the elect, in his own Body on, 
the 


God's Tuſtifying AG of Grace, 173 


14 God's Fuſtifjing AT of Grace. 4 
the Tree as their Covenant Head and 
Mediator, ſv he ſtood Ingaged, by 
Covenant Contract, from Eternity, 
qd to an{wer for them, to all the demands } 

{'/'5 of Law and Juſtice. (John 10. 18.) 
Witt. This Command have 1 received of my 
Wt. '! Father, and (Fob 12. 50.} 1 know 
Mit. ; F#hat his Command is Life everlaſting, 
Wi! The fame Act of God's Grace, that 
Ii').; madeour Sins to meet on Chriſt, (to 

4 l Death asthe wages of Sin,) brought his 

'! Mediatoriaj Righteouſneſs upon the 
i: Elect to Life everlaſting (Rowe. 5. 21. 
+: chap.6 23.) By virtne of this Covenant 
| Tranſaction, it is made over to God's 
choſen, by a free Teſtament of Grace, 
///' 1n the Blood of the New Teſtament, 
+,-} and comes upon them as a free gift of 
{ Righteouſnels (ow. 5. 18.) and we 
have B.ight to that Juſtify1og Righte- 
WW: |} ouſneſs, as held forth in the free and 
by. - IT8y abſolute promiſe, as ele& Perſons, be- 
"Wl ''}F ing choſenin Chriſt, as the ele& head 
= '4'7 of this his free Teſtament; and the 
Teſtament it 1elf gives Right, and the 
ek are heirs of promiſe, as ſoon as 
| they 


V 


wo - — 


God's Fuſtifying A of Grace. 15 
they have a being, (not Natural Heirs 
by deſcent, but Heirs by Grace, for 
what is freer than Gift ?) God made his 
{ Will in Eternity, and bequeathed E- 

ternal Life to his adepted Children, 
that were predeſtinated ro Son-{hip, 
acccording to the good pleaſure of his 
Will, (Eph. 1. 5.) now this Teſtament 
of Grace in gn. blood of Chriſt, made 
known and Revealed by an abſolute 
promiſe of Life (7717s x. 2. taken from 
Ger, 3. 15.) this gives them right, and 
makes them Heirs of the promiſe of 
Life 3 and though the Bleſlings given 
in this Teſtament be 1n the Sureties 
Hand, till the time apointed of the 
Father, to be giving out ſucceſſively, 
at the ſeveral times appointed, firſt the 
Spirit of Faith, and then SanGification 
gradually carried on; and at laſt con- 
ſummated in Glory; therefore to make 
one Biefiing thereof to be either Cauſe 
or Condition of the Reſt, would be 
very improper, when all are but parts 
of the ſame free gift 3 and that which 
gave them Right to one, gave them 
Right 
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16 God's Fuſtifying AF of Grate; *:* 
Right toall 3 that which gave chem: a 'F 
Right to Paich., before they did: 
receive it, . gave them Right to uſt» * 1 
fying - Righteouſneſs before they had- 
Faith ; and that was thefree- Teſta- þ 
ment it ſelf, in the Blood of Chriſt ; 
then here lieth the Right of elect 
Perſons, as ſuch, to Juſtitying Righ- | 
teouſhels in the. Will ir {c]f, as being 
by that abſolutely ſettled upon all the 
Heirs of promiſe, by two Immutable 
things, God's Promiſe and Oath; and 
add to this the Teſtator's Blood, and 
(hews all is firm-, the ele&t havean 
Indefeaſable Ripht, and are. Heirs by: 
Grace, though Children.of Wrath by 
Nature, as coming from-fallen Adamy 
Loins.So canfidered,their StatEis a State: 
of Wrath, and liable and obnowiousto 
God's eternal Wrath and Dilpleafares*: 
That State ſtrictly conſidered, bur:the-*; 
Perſons of the ele, in this (1ntul fallen 
Eſtate ; ana ace not objects of Gods /- 
Wrath,but obje&ts of his great Immenſe 
God-lik--Love, even when they are 


dead in (ins, (Eph. 2. 4.) Faith makes 
not 


FG”; s Juſtifying At of Grace, 19 


4 ot:therr Perſons excepted, though it 


| - ; 


is 


th their Services 3 the exceptation 


If their Perſons in the beloved, is a 


|- fure AR of God's Sovereign Will, 


: 
- 
1 
1 
1 
& 
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that will becauſe he will, and will on 


hom he will. Thus 1t appears, that 
he Elect are Heirs by Gracez and 
he Teſtament it ſelf, gives them Right 
b Eternal Life, as the free gift of God 
by abſolute promiſe, and to have 
Right to Eternal Life : and all the 
Bleſſings of the Teſtament of Grace, 
by Blood , and to be under the con- 
{{-wning Power of the Law, are plain 
contradictions, as being oppoſite one 
ſothe other. But if any ſay, they have 
["othing in preſent polleſſion; Ianſwer, 
they have Right to Juſtifying Righte- 
ouſneſs, that is enough to free them 


Ikom Curſe, and Wrath, in the fight 
Jof God's ſatisfied Juſtice, For there can 
-Peno Right, except God counts it ſo 5 


And if he counts it ſo, that is enough 


|to Juſtifie us in his fight; for this 


Righteouſneſs is without us, and 1s 
B not 


18 God's Juſtifying AG of Grace, 
not communicated, but imputed; and 
Chriſt as Mediator i is the ſubject of this 
Righteouſneſs : but however, the E. | 
le& have a propet Right to SanRifica- | 
tion, and Glorification before Faith, |* 
For there was a Grant to Chrilt, in the | 
Eternal eompaQ, he performing all old | 
Covenant Conditions, as head and|* 
Mediator 3 which when he had per|! 
formed, he entered into Heaven by|* 
his own Blood, havin "g obtained Eter-|* 
na] Redemption, ( Heb. 9.12) What 
he obtained as our great Executor, and 
ſurety of che Teſtament, was before l 
granted : and he obtained it on the|* 
behalf of them for whom it was grant- : 
ed. It pleaſed the Father to intruſt hin| 
with all fulneſs of Grace for the Eled|," T 
as their Covenant Head, that fo it 
might be ſure to all the Heirs of Pro-[/! 
miſe, The Father hath made it as ſure|. C 
inChriſt, the ſurety of this Teſtament,|'* 4 
as the Eternal God could make it, o 
ſpeak with Reverence, Thus I have| 7 = 


been ſhewing which way _— - bo 


nent, 
t, to 
have 


made 


God's Juſtifying AG of Grace, 19 
made Righteous in a Mediator 3 and 
though the Decree produced no imme- 
diate effec, yet it produced its timely 
effects at that moment of time 3 the 
Law was broken, a Mediator ſtood 
Ready, as fore-ordained to ſtep in, 
and ſtand in the breach to keep off the 
flood of Wrath from breaking out up- 
on the Ele& ; always remember, the 
Law was put in the Mediators hand, 
or elſe we make ſtrange Work, and 
kt the Law and Promiſe together by 
the Ears - when the Law could not 
give life, it muſt march off as a Cove- 
nant of Life or Death to God's choſen. 


g Chriſt takes it in bis own hand, and 
| makes itgive way to the Promiſe, Now 


[ ſhall come to ſpeak ſomething of the 
Jaſtifying Sentence, which pronoun- 
cth the Elect Righteous in their Co- 
renant Head and Mediator, as ground- 
ed upon this preceding Aq of Grace, 
by way of Covenant Tranſaction be- 


are]'veen the Father and the Son , which 


brought our Sins upon Chriſt, and his 
B 2 Medi- 


7 orc nc no ec — — 4 


20 God's Juſtifying 4 of Grace, 
Mediatorial Righteouſneſs upon us 3 
and we ure wholly paſitve, both in 
our being made Righteous by Imputa- 
tion, ( which is an Act of pure Grace 
in God to Signers,) and likewiſe 1n our 
being pronounced Juſt, in that Imputed 
Righteouſneſs, which 1s a ſentence of 
Grace, and paſſeth in the Court of 
Grace, Lite by the free promiſe. Now 
in pronouncing the Sentence of Lit 
upon ungodly Law-breaking Sinners 
God fits Juc ge of hizown Law, as wel 
as the Ele& Sinners Caule ; and inſtead 
of pronouncing the Sentence of th 
Law wupon the Poor Sinner to Con 
demnation, God fits Inthroned upo 
a Mercy Sear, is the Court of Grace 
reconciled 1n a Mediator 3 in who 
Grace and Juſtice moit {yeetly agret 
ro paſs the ſentence of Fterne! Like u 
on the Elect Sinner by abſolute pr 
miſe(Gey.}. 15. Titus 1.2. 1 Jokn225, 
This Sentence declares God's Etern 
Will, that Chrilt as Mediator was! 
die in ele& $aners Place z and they! 
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God': FuStifging AG of Grace. 21 
live by an Att of Sovereign Grace- 
Thus God, a+ a righteous Judge, Juſti 
| fieti) the Rightcous only ; thatis, pro” 
nounceth novice but ſuch hf :\t, as are ſo, 
(Deit, 25.1.) and yet he Juſtifies the 
ungodly, not by diſpenſing with his 
Holy Law, or making that void ; but 
in a way of Juſtice, Magnifying and 
Honouring | his Law , declares an act 
of trernal Brace 5 by virtue of which 
Act ns lect did ſtand Righteous. in 
his {i;zht, by Tmputziion of one Man's 
Obedience, to anſwer the Law in their 
place, as a Covenant Head , oppoſed 
to Adam's one Diſobedience, who was 
a flgure of this fecond Adam, which 
was immediately to take the firſt Adam's 
plac: ( with Reſped io God's choſen 
In him, upon his failoare. And it ts 
Remarkable, that with reſpect to 
Chriſt's Mediatorſhip, God comes 1n 
the cool of the Day, reconciled in him, 
and ſounds the Jubilee Trumpet from 
Heaven 3 and pronounced the ſentence 
of Life, in the free promiſe, upon Adan 
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22 Cod's Fuſftifying Ad of Grace. 
and all the Womans Seed, (in a better 
Covenant Head than poor A dam was) 
when he was recking hot in Re- 
beliion, and had no Faith. For till the 
ſentence was raſt, there was no Grece 
no Chriſt, no promiſe Revealed for 
fallen Man to lay hold on; and the 
caſe muſt be the ſame ſtill, for the ob- 
Ject muſt precede the Aft: that is con- 
verſant about that object; and if Life 
were not revealed in an abſolute pro- 
miſe, there were no footing for Faith; 
for a conditional promiſe 1s molt pro- 
perly a Law, He that doth the thing 
required ſhall live. Thus Faith is made 
void, and the free promiſe of none 
effect 3 for the fir(t thing lookt to, mult 
be the condition arnex'dto the promiſe, 
and then tae promiſe claimed upon that 
condition, Now ſuppoſe Faith be 
annexed to the Juſtifying ſentence of 
Life; then Juſtifying Righteouſneſs, 
and eternal Life in the free promiſe, 1 
not the obje&t of Faith; but Faith it 
felf muſt firſt be lookt to, and then the 
promiſc 


God's Fuſtiffing AG of Grace, 23 


promiſe pleaded upon Faith, as the con- 
dition of Life 3 but this 1s not the Na- 
ture of Abrahams Faith, that rook God 

upon his word, and Rtaggered 11ot at 
the promiſe, nor conſidered not the 
unlikelineſs, or ſeeming Impoſlbilities, 
but believed God upon his Word, and 
the obje of his Faith was counted to 
him for Righteouſneſs. Thus it is by 
Faith, as an empty Hand, or paſlive 
Inſtrument, that receives all in the 
iree promiſe, as pure Grace, andin no 
knſe,upon Faith,as a condition annex'd 


tothe ſentence of Life. Yet I own, that 


this or that Individual Perſon, is-not 
declared to be a Juſtified Perſon, and 
free from cogdemnation 3 but upon 
believing as no Individual Perſon is de- 
dared to be eledted, nor Redeemed, 
by the Death of Chriſt, but upon be- 
leving. Yet the Scriptures do plainly 
declare, that ſome are ele&ted, and 
them are Redeemed, and what are the 
ll conſequences that follow 2 if I ſay, 


that Juſtice, doth not charge theſe Re- 
B 4 deemed 
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24 God's Fuſtiſying AG of Grace, 
Redeemed ones,(but God is compleat- 
ly reconciled to them by the Death of 
Chriſt) any more than the former, 
Will it not amount to the ſame, to 
ſiy ſome are ordained to Eternal Life, 
and Redeemed with the Blood of 
Chriſt, as to ſay, God doth not charge 
theſe Redeemed ones; ſeeing we like- 
wiſe affirm, that none know , that| 
they are not under Condemnation, 
before Believing, and that whaever 
dies an unbeliever, ſhall be Damned; 
except any ſuppoſe, that Terrifying 
Soul with Curſe and Condemnation, be 
the moſt effetual way to bring then 
to Faith in Chriſt; and if fo, I am nat 
1atheir Mind 3 and I aqpre the Goſpel 
ought to be Preached, and Grace pro-| 
claimed. And 1I think it is the moſt] 
cffectual to propoſe ihe Truth, as the 
objea of Faith, which the Goſpel doth 
Reveal for Salvation 3 God's pardon- 
ing Grace, in the blood of Chriſt, and 
ſo Invite Siriners to come to God, a 


reconciled inthe b! ecding Sacrifice k 
| | | 


God's Fuſtifying Ad of Grace. 25 
his Son Feſus. T his it is that offends ſome 
that have made the greatelt Noiſe,(and 
have enfluenced others, which in o- 
ther words ſay the ſame things, ) about 
words ; and becaule they cannot foYi- 
realy ſtrike at this free Invitation to 
Sinners, to come directly to Chriſt, 
without their Previous Qualifications, 
(which ſtrikes fo direaly at their Idol 
ſelf Righteouſneſs) therefore they are 
pleaſed to brand the Dodrine of God's 
free Juſtifying Grace with Nick- Names 
at their pleaſure, And I wiſh that 
ſome, which fee otherways, be not 
irightned from owning the Truths they 
believed, and received in the light of 
God's 'Holy Spirit, for fear of being 
laden with Calumnies,and Reproaches; 
for it 1s a trying time, and I do be- 
belicve, that thoſe that are kept cloſe 
to Chriſt, in owning the limplicity of 
the Goipel, (hall meet with as great Tri- 
als as thoſe that have gone before us 3 
for Chriii will ſhake the Earth and the 
Heavens, and remove thoſe _ 
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26 God's Fuſtifying AF of Grace, 

that are made, and Burn up the Hay, 
Wood and Stubble. Therefore let 
every Man take heed what he builds, 
gh ypon the foundation of Chriſt, 
f Cor. 3. 12. ) But to return to the 
oint in Hand, there be various ſen- 


ences, and in various Courts, where 
and by which God declares the non- 


Impuration of Sin to his Elect 3 and all- 


ſentences of Court whatſoever, do 
but d-clare God's AQt of Grace in that 
Court where the ſentence is pronoun- 
ced ; and the laſt add final ſentence 
will be at the great Allizes, when Chriſt 
w1ll publickly, before Men and Angels, 
pronounce them bleſſed. Yet to con- 
clude with ſome, that they were not 
compleatly Juſtified til! then, would 
be great darkneſp; ſo though Godin 
his Word, doth pronounce Befievers 
Juſtified, yet it will no more follow, 
that they were not Juſtified before, 
than the former ; if things be rightly 
weighed ; for this makes Faith a moral 


Condition of Juſtification, as hath - 


been 


God's Fuſtifying AF of Graces 27 


been (hewn already, and alſo denies 


Juſtification, to be by the new Cove- 
nant, or makes the Covenant of Grace 
conditional, (and that in a ſtridt ſence, 
denies Faith to be a part of the Cov- 


nant Bleffings, )but that Juſtification is 


by the Covenant of Grace. Few do 
directly deny, and I am as certain, 
as I amcertain that the Scriptures are 
true, that the firſt pronounced ſen- 
rence of Life to Sinners, is by that 
Covenant (Ger 3.15.3 And it is ac- 
cording to the Tenour of that Cove- 
nant, for there are but two Cove- 
nants (or Courts ) where the pro- 
nounced ſentence of Life can be fup- 
poſed to paſs z but by the works of the 
Law , No Fleſh ſhall be Juſtified, 
(Rom. 3. 20.) then ig muſt be accord- 
ing tothe Tenour of the Covenant of 
Grace ; if that be an abſolute promiſe 
of Life, then the ſentence 1s an abſo- 
lute ſentence, but that is an abſolute 
promiſe of Life ; (Ger. }. 15. [itns 1.2. 
1 John 2. 25.) Therctors the fen- 

tENCE 


23 God's Fuſtifjiing Ad of Grace. 

tence 1s an ablolucte fentence, paſt in 
"the Court of Grace, upon allthe Wo. 
mans Seed in their Covenant Head, 
(in dire& oppoſition to tie Serpents 
{&d, upon the Serpent and his Seed 
the Curſe takes place, having no Me- 
diator to-make up thc breach,) and the 
promiſe in, Chriſt tar.:5 hold of the 
Elect as ſoon as they have a being 
( Rom. g. 13.) Then except it cin be 
proved, that the ſentence that paileth 
upon believing, be according to the 
Tenour of the Covenant of Grace ; It 
will be in vain for to contend, for 
that to be the firſt ſentence of Life 
thatis paſt upon an eJe& Perſon. But 
Ideny, That believe iz the Lord Teſus 
and thou ſhalt have L ife,or be $Sxved,is the 
Tenour of the Covenant of Grace 3 it 
is a part of the New Teſtament Mint- 
ſtry, but not the Tenour of the New 
Covenant. Then ſeeing there 15s no 
Law piven that can give Life, (al. 
2. 21.) then prove that the Covenant 


of Grace is conditiona), or grant that 
the 
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God's Fuſtifying AG of Grace. 
the atence of Life is abſolute 3 or 
d:ry that the Juſtifying Sentence of 
Life, paſieth according to the Tenour 
of that Covenant 3; and then it will 
lye upon you to prove, by. what Co- 
venant we are Jultityed, But leaving 
this, that which I deſire your anſwer 
to, is theſe following Queſtions, which 


| defire you would. anſwer to each- 


particular diſtindtly, as you tender 
the Truth, and the Glory of Chriſt ; 

and reſpect my good, and the o0od 
of others, by clearing up the Truth, 
that the ſimplicity of the Goſpel may 
be preſerved by God's Special help 
and protection, 
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3o God's Tuſtifjing AT of Grace, 


Dneſtion 1. 
ID the Choſen of God, which 


were loved with an everlaſting 


and unchangable Love, when they 
fell iv . Adam into Sin, by the breach 
of the Law ; equally with others ; Did 
they then:come under the ſame con- 
demning Power of the Law, and un- 
der the ſame Curſe and Wrath of God, 
equally with the non-elet whilſt on 
Earth? if not the very ſame, ſhew 
where itdiffers, and then, it may be, we 
agree in the main, though differ in 
exprefiions, But if the very ſame, 


Then, 
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Queſtion 11. 


OW can they be under the Curſe 
H and Wrath of God, and ſuffer 
here on Earth, in that ſtate, (as the 

... effeas 
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and his compleat filling up the Law, 


God's Fuſtifying Alt of Grace. 31 


effects of Sin, and conſequently of the 
Curſe, whilſt under it)and not penal], 
as part of the puniſhment due to Sin ? 
Though not Hell it felf, yet ſomething 
of the ſame Nature, Cong not the 
ſame degree ;,) becauſe not under the 
Juſtifying ſentence of Life, paſt in the 
New Covenant. Therefore the Curſe 
of Aﬀflictions, not taken away, they 
are no corrections in a Covenant 
way 3 but properly puniſhment, in 
Wrath, as taken in a ſtri& Senſe. 
Then, 


Cueftion TIT. 


OW can this ſtand with that pers 
fet atonement made by our 
bigh Prieſts own Oblation ? or doth 
it not exceedingly derogate from that 
perfe& ſatisfaction he made to Juſtice, 


by 
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32 God's Juſtifying Ad of Grace: " 
by Mediatorial Obedience, (Heb. 16;. 
V. 10, 12, I4. and Chap 9, V. 12. 26.)'F 
Again; | 


YWueſtion [V. 


OTH not this imply a change in , 

God,ftor there 1s a. mighty change 
ce where, that one that ſtands con- 
demned in God's fight, and under 
his Curſe and Wrath, having all his 
Sins charged upon and Imputed to | 
him by God himſelf, ſhould be the | 
very next moment, upon believing, 
not charged with one Sin, but re- 
ceived into the Favour of God, as per- 
featly and compleatly Righteous in 
God's light © Now the change 1s not 
1 the voice of the Law, for that net- 
reſpetts believers nor unbelievers, 
Elect or Non-ele&, but equally Curt- 


eth all that continue not 1n all things, 
that 


F, « Fuſtifying AG of Grace, 77 


pt are Written to perfeCtion, (Dext. 
h,26 ) then it 1s not that imperfe& 
ange, wrought in believers, that can 
1m the ſentence of the Law, that it 
ould not Curſe and Condemn them, 
at are 1n themſelves finful and imper- 
Kt. Therefore I ſce not, but that 
yu muft make the change to be in 
$d, that counts the Mediatortal Obe- 
mnce of Chriſt, anſwered the Law 
our place, now and not before 
” freer you can find a milder Law, that 
oounceth the ſentence of Life, up- 
| this imperfect change wrought in 


þk as the condition annex'd to the 
39 bitence of Life. And if fo,, Ther, 


I; 


6.) 


10t OS 
: Leftion V. 


c Lo will you deny, that condis 
= *tzonality of the Covenant of 
5” ace, and that Faith is the Condition 
ereof';, for it Juſttiication be by the 
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34 God's Fuſtifying AT of Grace, | 


New Covenant, then the ſentenced 
Life muſt be according to the Tenatf 
of the Covenant, Then if that be 
abſolute promiſe cf Life (as Tits x, 
compared with 1 Fohn 2. 25.) the 
the Juſtifying ſentence of Life, muſtIF. 
abſolute, as paſt upon all God's choſe 
in Chriſt their Covenant- Head, (Ga 
2. 15. chap, 22 x9, compared wif 
Gal. 3«. 16, 17; 18. } otherwiſe 4 
Covenant muſt be Conditional, anf*© 
Faith muſt be the Condition thereof” 
and conſequently no part of the Con # 
nant Grace, becauſe not promiſed therd,” 
in, For if the firſt Grace be promiſe, 
then the promiſe muſt be abſolute (| 
Sinners, as ſuch, as the price of tl 
Blood of the great Teſtator. Agal 


Sucſtion VI. | 


. HY do you ſet the Seal of (<; 


Covenant of Grace upon it 
infint 


ce, . God's Tuſtifying AF of Grace. 3J 


a, finite ſeed of Believers, ſeeing before 
be oÞÞith they are 11 no fence uncer the 
us 1, PEnCce of Life, paſt 1n that Covenant 
)t fomile (though | grant that God 1s 
nuſt liberty to ſhew- his Sovereigaty, 


chaghif Ar bares Family) if the promiſe 
(GE 9! Real and abſolute, (at leaſt te 
| witne) as tothe Ingernal part thereof, 
© Ft God is their God by Covenant 
omiſe £ Then the Seal of the Cove- 
"= Ot is vain, (or only holds forth ecx- 
» fet02l priviledges ) and conſequently 
therFlleving Parents have no grounds 
miſc their Faith, thar God 1s the God of 


te if, - 
of Again, 


\ oal 
© AG pn x 
 Sueſtion VII, 

' God pronounce any Juſt 
of P10 __ Hh as are ſoin his FF 4 

Imputzcion # If nor, then making vet 
- q "2" IGe a (s to at #5 SINTErS 111 2 
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36 God's Fuſtifjing AG of Grace. 
Mediator, muſt be taken in to God 

Juſtifying Act,as well as the pronounce 
ſentence, which is grounded upon thi 

AQ of Grace, in a way of Juſtice 

becauſe God, as Righteous Judge, Juſtil 
fies ungodly Law-breaking Sinners 

es clears them from the voice of the 

Law, as to the condemning power 

thereof, by a righteouſneſs without uz ] 
by Imputation. Then that AC 

God's Grace, that turns the ſentence 
of the Law upon Chriſt, the ſpotlek k 
Lamb, by imputing our Sins to him; p 
and turns the ſentence of Law, as ro 
its Condemning power, from Guilty 
Law-breaking Sinners, by 1mputing his 
Mediatori?! obedience to them ; comes 
no Juſtification, as well as the pro- ; 
nounced ſentence. that declares this | 
Act cf Grace, by which the Sinner | 
ſtands clezr 1n a way of Juſtice, For. 
all ſentences of Court, according to c 
Juſtice, are grounded upon ſome pre* | 
cecirng A& 3 acccording to which Af. 
the ſentence 1s Juſt, and the ſentence 


Juſtify 


Go 


God Jaſtifies, as it declares the Ac by 


"A which they ſtand clear, Again, 


BILE TT =O AT An, 


_ Bweſtion VII. 


Hat is God's Ae of Imputati- 
& of on, by which he makes that 
tence] £2W Change of Perſons, which ſets 
otlef Chriſt, as Mediator, under the Curſe 
and Condemning power of the Law, 
(Gal. 4. verſe 4. chap. 3. verſe 23. 
compared ) though in himlelt ſpotleſs ? 
and fets elect Sinners under the 
Bleſſings of the New Covenant (Gal. 
proj, Ve 14+ 28 the immediate effefts of 
:hie/ 11s Mediatorial obedience, though in 
nner] femſelves, and with reſpect to the 
Foy aw, ungodly Sinners ? The Apolle 
g peaking of this Sovereign A of God 
Bs (Rom, 4. 5.) faith, God Juſtifies the 
y 4aa| godly - Then brings in David, de- 
nes cribing it, by imputing Righteouſneſs 
-f without works (which ts the Grounds 
ifes C 3 - 


him ; 

as to 
3uilty 
g his 
'Omes 
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28 God's Fuſtifjing Ad of Grace, 

Grounds of his not imputing Sin; and 
conſequently the Grounds of his pro- 
nouncing them Juſt,) This he brings 
1D, as the Quinte{lence of God's Juſtify. 
ing Act; now if this Sovereign AQ, 
that makes this Law change of Ferſons, 
and turns the Condemning fentence 
of the Law, from the guilty Law. 
breaking Sinner, to the ſpotleſs Lamb, 
be not an :c& of God's Sovereign Will, 
as Imminent ard Internal , then I de- 
fire you would undeceive me, and 
{hew plainly, what manner of Act it 
is; for [ take God's Will to be the 
Rule of all Jultice, and things are there- 
fore Juſt, becauſe he Wills them 3 and 
' asit was his Will, that the breach of 
his Liw ſhould be puniſhed with 
Eternal Death (and he would by no 
n2a:s clear the gmilty, CExo. 34 7.) 
ſo it was his Will, that this ſportlels 
amb ſhould ftand Guilty, as Meds 
ator, by way of Imputation, and 
(hould mediate between a broken Law 
and his C:zoſen ones 3 and itand be-{ 
tweel 
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God's Juſtifying AT of Grace, 39 
tween all Harms and them. And I hum- 
bly concetve,that in this At of imputing 


our Sins to Chriſt, and his obedience ( as 


Mediator) to us, Ged refpe&s no 
manner of inherent change in us. 


Again, 


Cue jtion IX. 


Hen doth the Mediatory un- 
dertakement of Chriſt, firſt 

take place for an Ele& Perſon ? If when 
we believe, and not before, then Chriſt 
Intercedes not for the Elect uncalled, 
which is contrary to the Scripture 
( Fo. 17. 20.) Chriſts Mediatorſhip 1s 
figared out in the Type (Det. 5.5.) 
I flood between the Lord and you, faith 
eMoſes, when the Law was given upon 
Mount Sizai. And ( Dent.10.5.) 1 care 
down from the Mount, and put the 
Tables in the Ark, and there they be, as 
the Lord Commanded me, Compare 
C4 this 
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4o God's Fuſtifiing AF of Grace, 
this with ( Gal. 3. 19, 20, 21.) there 
he ſhews that the Law, in the Media. 
tor's Hand,made the promile take place 
upon the ſeed of Abraham, Fems, 
and Gertiles ; Which was the Goſpel 
God preached to Abraham, and to 
Adam too ;, as Law and promiſe meet 
in Chriſt, they ſweetly agree, Chrilt 
being delivered up to Juſtice, tor all 
the Elec, in their Law-place. IWty 
can charge them ? ſaith Paul, God Fuſti- 
fees them, Chriſt dicd and 1 Hijer: again, 
and received to God's Right Hand, and 
there pleads (Rom. 8. 33, 34.) his plea, 
as an Advocate, is mighty and pre- 
vailing 3 as he pleads his propitiatory 
Sacrifice, as the propiciation of the 
Ele& World, Few and Gerile , (1 
Jo. 2. 2.) Thus he pleads out all Bills 
of Inditment whatſoeyer out of Court; 
and his atoneing Blg A yas Etficacious 
from the very moment YHdam fell. He 
1s called a Lamb ſlain from the foun- 
dation of the World, (Rev. 13. G., 
e 


God's Fuſtifying AT of Grace. 41 
he was not aftually ſlain, 
[ underſtand it in the Decree only, bur 
by vertue of the Decree, his Blood 
was FE thcacious, from the firſt moment 
Adam te\| ; Had it not been for this, 
fallen Man had never had a free pro- 
mile of Life, nor yet of Faithz bat 
had been under the Curſe, and there 
muſt have lain; which were the caſe 
now, if C veiſt did not mediate by 
Blood, for thoſe that were unconvert- 
ed 3 which makes the promiſe ablolute, 
For if the Elect uncalled, be not under 
the promiſe in Chriſt, as Mediator of 
this better Covenant to them 3 then 
they muſt be ſtrictly under the Law, 
( as ſome =tirm ) as a Covenant of 
Works, 2nd have no promiſe, bat 


| What that Covenant affords them, till 


Faith ; and where they (hall have thar, 
if not under the abſolute promiſe in 
Chriſt as Mediator, I ſee not bur 


they are under the Curſe, and there 
mult lie. Again, 


n:ither do. 
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Lueſtion XR. 


HAT 1s. the Goſpel tender 
to. Sinners, if all Sinners 
are under G6ds Curſe and Wrath 
whilſt unconverted 2 Who darſt then 
to proclaim Peace, in the King's 
Name, to a Company of Law-break- 
Ing Sinners, and Rebels 2' Who darſt 
then to proclaim Liberty to Caprtives, 
and. the opening the Priſon to them 
that are bound, or cauſe the Jublile 
Trumpet to- found, if the atone- 
ment be not compleatly made by our 
High Prieſts aroning Blood ? ſee (Leo. 
25. Q.) in the Day of atonement, 
you ſhall cauſe the Trumpet 
the Fubile to found, and proclaim 
Liberty. This argues that the Blood 
of Chriſt was Efficacious from the 
all of Adam , when the Law was 
broken 
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broken ; this Blood pleaded in the 
Eye of Juſtice, 1n the fight.of God 
there was an atonement by virtue 
of the Covenant Contrat ; and God 
himſelf ſounded the Jabile Trumpet 
from Heaven, and Preached Peace 
and Pardon in the faag promiſe by 
a Mediator 3 who by 
ment, was to ſtand in the Gap, and 
make up the breach of a henkos Co- 
venant , which was all along held 
forth in the Sacrifices. Now 1t the 
atonement be not compleatly made 
by our High-Pricſt's own otering 3 
then the Tipe held forth more than 
was in the Arntitipe. { Lev. 16. 3o. ) 
If Wrath be not appeaſed, and God 
Reconciled, in 2 bleeding Sacrifice 
to Sinners, as fach, How then can 
the Goſpel be a Meſlage of Peace, 
by Jeſus Chriſt, to Fer abs Gentiles ? 
(At: 10. 86.3 If God be not Recon- 
ciled in the atoning BlooJ of Jeſus 
to cle Sinners, as fuchsz then they 
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0 Gods Tuſtifying A of Grace, 


Ge 42 ? are under no abſolute promiſe of F 
- Faith, and a new Heart, and the » 
Spirit , Sandtification and Glorifica- F 
E 

a 


New . 
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tion, as the price of his Blood, to 
confirm this free Teſtament, whereof 
be is the ſurety, ( Heb. 7. 22.) If not, 
then Chriſt Warh only -purchaſed a 


Þ 
remote Reeilibility in God , and 
0 
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4 . " 
— CR GAs 2 
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wh os 


God will be Reconciled to Sinners, 
when- they believe, (which I ſuppoſe 
would be never if the cafe were ſo.) 
Fhen it follows, that Sinners are cal- 
led to believe in Chriſt, that fo God's 
Curſe and Wrath might be done 
away, and God become Reconciled , 
and at Peace with them, and Pardon 
thetr Sins, and except their Perſons. }. 
This looks like a new Law, but I think 
no milder than the old Law, for who 
will believe in an Angry God, or can, 
for Pardon, if God Reconciled 1n the 
Blood of Chriſt, bz not that which 
Faith takes hold on, then I miſtake 3 


but I am well ſati:fied, that thoſe that 
are 
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” God S Jo p eas A 7 of Gr; rac e. "Fo Y 
ire Orthodox and found in the main ,  ® 
ay the ſame in other words, which a- - 


mounts to this, Lhat the Ele& are un- 


der the abſolute promiſe of a new 
Heart, of the Spirit, Sanctification, 
and thelike, as the purchaf of Chriſt's 
Bloods And why not Jultgcati 
you will own, that be ” 
Grace, and the ym 
ouſnels of Chriſt, is the obje&t of 
Faith, and not Wrath and Condemna=- 


